
 
 
 

Domaine Carneros Releases the 2004 Ella Fitzgerald™ Brut Rosé 
 

Proceeds To Benefit the Ella Fitzgerald™ Charitable Foundation &  
Local Youth Music Education Programs 

 
Domaine Carneros will release the 2004 Ella Fitzgerald Brut Rosé at a special event at the winery on 
Friday, May 16, 2008.  Guests  will sip on the “Ella”  along with other Domaine Carneros wines while 
enjoying hors d’oeuvres and listening to music by the “Black Olive Jazz” quartet who will perform a 
repertoire of Ella Fitzgerald songs.  Silent and live auctions and special drawings will also be sprinkled 
throughout the evening’s event.  
 
This release is the third in a series of special sparkling wines honoring Great Women.  In 2002, 
“Frivolités” Brut Rosé was released to celebrate the 90th birthday of America’s culinary grande dame, 
Julia Child.  In 2005, Domaine Carneros honored the centennial of Greta Garbo’s birth with the release 
of the 2001 Greta Garbo Brut Rosé. 
  
As a grand tribute to the legendary Ella Fitzgerald, Domaine Carneros produced the Ella Fitzgerald 
Rosé sparkling wine to celebrate the accomplishments of “The First Lady of Song” and to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of her first Grammy win in 1958 for Best Female Vocal 
Performance and Best Individual Jazz Performance.  This limited release 2004 Rosé features aromas of 
strawberries and a touch of peach blended with subtle floral and exotic spice notes.  The rich and 
balanced palate evolves to a lingering, luscious finish.  Only 200 cases were produced and there will be 
a purchase limit of 3 bottles per person. 
 
The Great Women series not only honors legendary and influential women, but also reveals another 
passion of Domaine Carneros, the support of good causes.  A portion of all proceeds of the 2004 Ella 
Fitzgerald Brut Rosé will benefit the Ella Fitzgerald Foundation (www.EllaFitzgeraldFoundation.org).  
The Foundation was created in 1993 by Ella Fitzgerald, in order to “fulfill her desires to use the fruits 
of her success to help people of all races, cultures and beliefs.”  In the spirit of further honoring the 
“First Lady of Song”, Domaine Carneros will donate 100% of the profit from the sales of the 2004 Ella 
Fitzgerald Brut Rosé from the May 16th event to support local youth jazz education programs at the 
Napa Valley Unified School District, the Sonoma School District and San Francisco's SFJAZZ Youth 
Program.    These recipients are committed to celebrating music as an art form through the continued 
support and growth of various jazz education programs. 
 
Established in 1987, Domaine Carneros stands alone as the only sparkling wine producer using 
exclusively Carneros grapes.  The appellation is characterized by a long, moderately cool growing 
season tempered by the maritime breezes and lingering fog off of San Pablo Bay.  In addition to 
sparkling wine, Domaine Carneros produces highly distinguished pinot noir. Domaine Carneros is 
located at 1240 Duhig Road in Napa, California.  Telephone:  707-257-0101.  The winery is open daily 
from 10:00am to 6:00pm for tours, tasting and sales.  www.domainecarneros.com 
 
Tickets for the Ella Fitzgerald Release event may be purchased by calling the winery at 1-800-716-
2788 EXT 135.  Please direct event questions to lmitchell@domainecarneros.com. Chateau Society 
Wine Club Member price is $55 per person and General Public price is $65 per person.  For press 
inquiries: kcharles@charlescomm.com or 415-701-9463.The event will take place on Friday, May 
16th, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Domaine Carneros. 
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Event: “Ella” Release Party at Domaine Carneros 

Event Date: Friday, May 16, 2008 (7:00pm – 9:00pm) 

Event Location/Setup: 

Arrival/Check-In:  Terrace (1-2 skirted reg. tables, chairs) 
Entertainment:  Main Salon (self-contained)—microphone, lighting? 
Food/Beverage:  Main Salon, Terrace (stations and existing bars in 
Salon with scattered Hi-Boy Tables) 
Overflow:  Media room (Additional Hi-Boy Tables, No Chairs) 

Event Purpose: 

a. Recognize Next Great Woman in Series 
b. Raise Funds for Ella Foundation, Local Jazz Band 
c. Increase Awareness of DC Offerings 
d. Provide Value for Wine Club Members 

Event Attendees/Pricing: $65 General Public 
$55 (Members of Domaine Carneros’ Chateau Society) 

Entertainment: 

“Black Olive Jazz” quartet, featuring Kay Andreas Kostopoulos, will 
perform a repertoire of Ella Fitzgerald songs.  (Band includes piano, 
bass, and drum).  See www.BlackOliveJazz.com 
 
Contact: 
Setup Time: 
Performance:  To Play 7:00pm – 9:30pm with 15-min. Break 
Needs: 

Food: 

Menu provided by Elaine Bell Catering 
 

Local Artisan Cheese Display (station for #TBD in Main Salon) 
Hog Island Oyster Bar (Station for #TBD in Main Salon) 

Duck Confit in Puff Pastry (Passed Hors D’Oeuvre) 
Rosemary Skewered Noisettes of Lamb Passed Hors D’Oeuvre) 

Crispy Arborio Risotto Cakes (Passed Hors D’Oeuvre) 
Chilled Brentwood Corn Soup Shots (Passed Hors D’Oeuvre) 

Wines: 

1. “Ella” upon arrival, Only 
2. Vintage Brut Throughout Event 
3. Rose Throughout Event 
4. Estate Pinot Noir throughout Event 

 



 
About Ella: 

 Birth Name: Ella Fitzgerald 
Nicknames: “Lady Ella” and “First Lady of Song” 
Birth date/Place: April 25, 1917 in Newport News, VA 
Death date/Place: June 15, 1996, Beverly Hills, CA 
Parents: William Fitzgerald, Temperance  
Siblings: Frances Da Silva (half sister) 
Married: Benny Kornegay (1939-1940), Ray Brown (1946-1952) 
Children: Ray Brown, Jr. 
Grandchildren: Alice Brown 
First stage performance: Amateur Night at the Apollo Theater, 1934 
First recording: “Love and Kisses,” Decca – 1936 
First number one song: “A-Tisket, A-Tasket” – 1938 
Favorite sports teams: (Los Angeles) Dodgers, Lakers 
Did You Know?  
• As a child, Ella enjoyed playing baseball.  
• Ella’s favorite singers as a child were Louis Armstrong and Connee Boswell. 
• Ella made her first recording (“Love and Kisses”) on June 12, 1935 with Chick Webb. 
• In the 1940s, Ella was known as one of the best scat singers in the world.  
• Throughout her career, Ella recorded at least 200 albums. 

Ella’s Achievements: 
 • 13 Grammy awards  

• “A-Tisket, A-Tasket” entered into the Grammy Hall of Fame  
• Kennedy Center for Performing Arts' Medal of Honor Award  
• The Recording Academy Lifetime Achievement Award  
• Pied Piper Award  
• Women at Work organization's Bicentennial Woman  
• Authors and Publishers' highest honor  
• George And Ira Gershwin Award for Outstanding Achievement   
• Honorary chairmanship of the Martin Luther King Foundation  
• Received first ASCAP award in recognition of an artist  
• Honorary doctorate degrees from Dartmouth, Talladega, Howard and Yale Universities  
• Peabody Award for Outstanding Contributions in Music  
• NAACP Award for lifetime achievement 

Ella’s Foundation: 
 The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation was created and funded in 1993 by Ella Fitzgerald, 

the First Lady of Song, in order to fulfill her desires to use the fruits of her success to help 
people of all races, cultures and beliefs. 

The Ella Award: 
 Named after its first recipient, Ella Fitzgerald, the ELLA Award is given to singers whose 

significant musical accomplishments are equaled by their dedication to charitable and 
humanitarian causes both local and international. 
 
Andy Williams has been named the recipient of the 17th Annual ELLA Award by the Society of 
Singers (SOS) and will be presented with the Award in Beverly Hills, CA on Monday, May 19. 
 The announcement was made by Jerry F. Sharell, the president and CEO of SOS, a non-profit 
organization that offers comprehensive services to meet the emergency financial needs of 
professional singers worldwide. 
 
The Society of Singers was founded in 1984 by Chairman Emeritus Ginny (Mrs. Henry) Mancini and 
Gilda Maiken Anderson when the two friends, both of them former professional singers, 
realized that many of their friends and colleagues were without pensions, unions, medical 
insurance or places to turn for financial help during tough times.  With the help of donations 
from private and corporate sponsors, SOS offers comprehensive services to meet the 
emergency financial needs of applicants who have earned their primary living as singers for five 
years or more.  SOS aids professional singers of all ages, ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds.  SOS benefits the health and welfare of professional singers worldwide and 
awards scholarships to students pursuing their education in the vocal arts. 



 
Quotes By Ella: 

 "I've had some wonderful love affairs and some that didn't work out. I don't want to dwell on that 
and I don't want to put people down, but I think all the fabulous places I've been, the wonderful 
things that have happened for me, the great people I've met - that ought to make a story."  
 
"Some kids in Italy call me 'Mama Jazz; I thought that was so cute. As long as they don't call me 
'Grandma Jazz.'"  
 
"Oh, I have gobs and gobs of ideas, but... well, you dream things like that, and that's what these 
are, you know--my day dreams."  
 
"I sing like I feel."  
 
"A lot of singers think all they have to do is exercise their tonsils to get ahead. They refuse to 
look for new ideas and new outlets, so they fall by the wayside... I'm going to try to find out 
the new ideas before the others do."  
 
"I know I'm no glamour girl, and it's not easy for me to get up in front of a crowd of people. It 
used to bother me a lot, but now I've got it figured out that God gave me this talent to use, so I 
just stand there and sing."  
 
"I stole everything I ever heard, but mostly I stole from the horns." 
 
"It isn't where you came from, it’s where you're going that counts." 
 
"Coming through the years, and finding that I not only have just the fans of my day, but the 
young ones of today -- that's what it means, it means it was worth all of it."  
 
"The only thing better than singing is more singing." 
 
"Once, when we were playing at the Apollo, Holiday was working a block away at the Harlem 
Opera House. Some of us went over between shows to catch her, and afterwards we went 
backstage. I did something then, and I still don't know if it was the right thing to do - I asked her 
for her autograph." 
 
"Just don't give up trying to do what you really want to do. Where there is love and inspiration, 
I don't think you can go wrong." 
 
"I guess what everyone wants more than anything else is to be loved. And to know that you loved 
me for my singing is too much for me. Forgive me if I don't have all the words. Maybe I can sing 
it and you'll understand." 

Quotes About Ella: 
 "The one radio voice that I listened to above others belonged to Ella Fitzgerald. There was a 

quality to her voice that fascinated me, and I'd sing along with her, trying to catch the subtle 
ways she shaded her voice, the casual yet clean way she sang the words."-- Doris Day 
 
"Ella's voice becomes the orchestra's richest and most versatile sound." -- Arthur Fiedler 
 
"She has been more famous, over a longer time span, than any other female singer."  
-- Leonard Feather  
 
"Man, woman or child, Ella is the greatest of them all."-- Bing Crosby  
 
"The best way to start any musical evening is with this girl. It don't get better than this."  
-- Frank Sinatra  
 
"Music comes out of her. When she walks down the street, she leaves notes." -- Jimmy Rowles  
 
"She has been one of my all-time favorite singers for many years and still is - she's terrific."-- 



Perry Como 
 
"She was the best. She was the best there ever was. Amongst all of us who sing, she was the 
best."-- Johnny Mathis 
 
"Every other singer, male or female, if they're lucky, they listen to Ella." -- Pat Boone  
 
"I call her the High Priestess of Song." -- Mel Torme 
 
"I was there from the beginning, and it was obvious from the start what she had that night at the 
Apollo. My goodness, what she's done with it." -- Benny Carter 
 
"Whatever she does to my songs, she always makes them sound better." -- Richard Rodgers 
 
"There is no voice like that lady. She has it all. She's complete."-- Louie Bellson  
 
"Ella is simply the greatest singer of them all."-- Pearly Bailey 
 
"Ella's musicianship is just incredible. Playing with her is like playing with a full orchestra." 
-- Ed Thigpen 
 
"Ella's amazing! My daughter says that every time she makes a mistake, it becomes a hit record." 
-- Lucille Ball  
 
"If you want to learn how to sing, listen to Ella Fitzgerald." -- Vincente Minnelli 
 
"Ella is the boss lady. That's all." -- Billy Strayhorn 
 
"She brings out the best in everybody, making everyone work that much harder to keep up with 
her."-- Andy Williams 
 
"It is so much fun to sing with Ella. It is so nice to sing with someone who does more than make a 
pretty noise." -- Jo Stafford 
 
"She is the most thorough professional I have worked with--every working moment was pure joy." 
-- Richard Perry 
 
"She is amazingly creative, bringing so much more to a song than just a singer. She is a first-
class musician and the most gracious person in the world." -- Marty Paich 
 
"She always encouraged me to create and take my turn in our duets, never playing the star."-- 
Joe Pass 

 
 
 
 

 


